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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made, 

3. Claims 1-4, 8-11, 13-19, 23-26, and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Young et al. (U.S. Patent 5,532,754) in view of Miller et al. (U.S. Patent 
5,585,866). 

Regarding claim 1, Young discloses "a method for displaying on a screen an interactive 
electronic program guide (IPG) comprising the steps of: displaying a plurality of television 
program listings in a first area of the screen as a grid of two-dimensional cells, the displayed grid 
having a plurality of channels displayed in a first dimension and time displayed in a second 
dimension (as in Fig. 6 of Young, with a plurality of channels on the first dimension and times 
on a second dimension); displaying an action control glyph in a second area of the screen; 
selectively marking one of the cells corresponding to one of the displayed plurality of channels; 
activating the action control glyph responsive to a user command; and responsive to the 
activation of the action control glyph, rotating the grid of two-dimensional cells so that the one 
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of the displayed plurality of channels is displayed in the second dimension and time is displayed 
in the first dimension", i.e., (after carefully studied the present specifications again), this 
limitation simply refers to the activation of Figure 1 to channel 10 Cinemax, and Figure 19 
shows a program guide that shows a close up view of the cinemax channel 10, with "10 
Channel" is now displayed on the horizontal axis (second dimension) and the time is now 
displayed (appeared to be) on the vertical axis (the first dimension); and this so called "rotating" 
technique is taught by Young as Young does exactly the same as Young's program guide shown 
in figure 6 same as figure 1 of the present application, and as soon as the user selects or activates 
channel 2, as shown in figure 7, the channel 2 shows in a horizontal manner and times are 
displayed in a vertical manner (Young, col. 9/line 65-col. 10/line 18). 

Applicants admit the present claimed languages may implicate the subject matter of 
Young, but Young flips the grid display of channel and time by using an activation button on the 
remote control, and the action control glyph not being "in a second area of the screen" (page 4 of 
remarks); however, Miller teaches an exact same technique as in Fig. 18 showing the listing of 
all channels with channel on a vertical axis and time on a horizontal axis, and then as the user 
activates the action control glyph 65c in a second area of the screen (as shown in Fig. 6), the grid 
display is showing a flip display of time and channel, as in Fig. 20, and within Fig. 20, icons 
202a, 202b, 202c allows the user to activate the previous and future channels with the time on 
the first vertical axis and the channel on the horizontal axis (see further on col. 17/lines 24-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Young's system with an action glyph on the remote control together with Miller's teaching 
technique of further including the action glyph or an icon on the screen for the user to select in 
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order to view an alternative display grid with the time and channel are interchanged as an 
alternate display of close up view of the selected channel with detailed programs and their 
corresponding times as taught by both Young and Miller. 

As for claim 2, Young discloses further "displaying a title of a program in each cell" (Fig. 
7 with titles of programs in each cell). 

As for claim 3, Young discloses "wherein the displayed rotated grid includes an 
additional cell on the time dimension displaying an additional program for the displayed 
channel" (Fig. 7, additional programs can be viewed as the user moves up or down on the time 
dimension to view further programs on different times, refer to col. 10/lines 10-18). 

As for claim 4, Young discloses further "comprising the steps of displaying a second 
action control glyph in the second area and activating the second action control glyph to rotate 
the grid of two-dimensional cells back to its original format so that the plurality of channels are 
displayed back in the first dimension and time is displayed back in the second dimension", i.e., if 
the user want to exit and back to the program guide 24 of Figure 6, he/she can exit and back to 
the last original displayed format (refer to Figs. 6 &7 and col. 10/lines 10-18). 

As for claim 8, Young discloses further "comprising the step of displaying a video 
window within the IPG for a currently-tuned television program" (Figs. 9 and 26A & 26B). 

As for claim 9, in view of claim 1, Young further discloses "comprising the step of 
displaying a video window within the IPG for a future-scheduled television program" (Figs. 25, 
26A & 26B as the user can set up either past and/or future programs on start time and end time 
box with viewing modes and the selected time period is displaying on the window 3 1 10 or 
3120). 
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As for claim 10, Young further discloses comprising the step of "selecting a title of a 
program from the displayed grid and recording the selected program when it is telecast" (Fig. 21 
for a VCR control for recording the broadcast program by selecting What's on TV 140 and 
Record it 148, and Fig. 4 for pending recording list and Fig. 12 for a recording reminder). 

As for claim 11, Young discloses further comprising the step of "selecting a title of a 
program from the displayed grid and tuning to the selected program when it is telecast" (Figs. 6 
and 9-10 shows the currently broadcasting program right after the user selects Channel 2 for 
viewing, also with additional information on currently selected or tuned channel). 

As for claims 13 and 14, Young discloses "comprising the step of purchasing a 
pay-per-view channel" and "comprising the step of purchasing a merchandise" (Figs. 16-18 and 
col. 13/line 65 to col. 14/line 9 for pay-per-view and ordering live programs including 
purchasing other specials, TV fare, sports, etc). 

Regarding claim 15, Young discloses 'an interactive electronic program guide (IPG) 
displayed on a screen comprising: a plurality of television program listings displayed in a first 
area of the screen as a grid of two-dimensional cells, the displayed grid having a plurality of 
channels displayed in a first dimension and time displayed in a second dimension; an action 
control glyph displayed in a second area of the screen; an input device for selectively marking 
one of the cells corresponding to one of the displayed plurality of channels and activating the 
action control glyph responsive to a user command; and a display processor for rotating the grid 
of two dimensional cells so that the one of the displayed plurality of channels is displayed in the 
second dimension and time is displayed in the first dimension responsive to the activation of the 
action control glyph" , i.e., this limitation simply refers to the activation of Figure 1 to channel 
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10 Cinemax, and Figure 19 shows a program guide that shows a close up view of the. cinemax 
channel 10, with "10 Channel" is now displayed on the horizontal axis (second dimension) and 
the time is now displayed (appeared to be) on the vertical axis (the first dimension), and this so 
called "rotating" technique is taught by Young as Young does exactly the same as Young's 
program guide shown in figure 6 same as figure 1 of the present application, and as soon as the 
user selects or activates channel 2, as shown in figure 7, the channel 2 shows in a horizontal 
manner and times are displayed in a vertical manner (Young, col. 9/line 65-col. 10/line 18). 
Applicants admit the present claimed languages may implicate the subject matter of Young , but 
Young flips the grid display of channel and time by using an activation button on the remote 
control, and the action control glyph not being "in a second area of the screen" (page 4 of 
remarks); however, Miller teaches an exact same technique as fist in Fig. 18 showing the listing 
of all channels with channel on a vertical axis and time on a horizontal axis, and then as the user 
activates the action control glyph 65c in a second area of the screen (as shown in Fig. 6), the grid 
display is showing a flip display of time and channel, as in Fig. 20, and within Fig. 20, icons 
202a, 202b, 202c allows the user to activate the previous and future channels with the time on 
the first vertical axis and the channel on the horizontal axis (see further on col 17/lines 24-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Young's system with an action glyph on the remote control together with Miller's teaching 
technique of further including the action glyph or an icon on the screen for the user to select in 
order to view an alternative display grid with the time and channel are interchanged as an 
alternate display of close up view of the selected channel with detailed programs and their 
corresponding times as taught by both Young and Miller. 
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As for claim 16, Young shows "wherein the input device is one or more of a keyboard, a 
remote controller, a pointer device, and a voice activated device" (Fig. 22A for a remote device 
212). 

As for claims 17-19, 23-26 and 28-29, these claims with same limitations addressed 
above are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of claims 2-4, and 8-14 as disclosed in 
details above. 

4. Claims 5-7, 12, 20-22, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Young et al. (U.S. Patent 5,532,754) in view of Miller as of claims 1 and 15 above and in 
further view of Lawler et al. (U.S. Patent 5,805,763). 

Regarding claims 5 and 20, Young and Miller do not further show comprising the step of 
"displaying a contextual help window and displaying contextual help data associated with an 
interactive area in the contextual help window as the cursor moves to the interactive area"; 
however, this technique is taught by Lawler as Lawler, within the interactive electronic program 
guide system, teaches as the user moves the cursor any where within and around the program 
guide cells, a window showing contextual information as a help guide for the user in making 
decision on which one is interest to view (Fig. 3, and col. 7/line 19-col. 8/line 53 for window 
1 08). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined Young and Miller's system with Lawler' s teaching 
technique of providing additional information on a contextual window as a help or guide 
information, also served as a motivation, for the user/viewer can choose an interested program to 
view. 
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As for claims 6 and 21, in further view of claim 5, Lawler teaches "wherein the 
contextual help window is displayed in a fixed location within the IPG" (see Fig. 3). 

As for claims 7 and 22, in view of claim 5, Young shows at least "wherein the step of 
displaying contextual help data comprises of displaying text data for informing a user of actions 
that can be done" (Fig. 12 as within the window 74, the system informs the user to "REC" as a 
reminder to perform the task of recording). 

As for claims 12 and 27, Young does not show "comprising the step of accessing a 
related Internet site from the IPG"; however, Lawler suggest to include the same technique as 
Lawler' s system allowing the user access to LAN, WAN networks referring to the standards and 
technologies of the Internet related for networking among users in demand for multimedia 
applications (see Lawler, Fig. 1, and col. 3/line 45 to col. 4/line 10). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Young' system with Lawler' s suggesting technique of accessing LAN, WAN for networking in 
order to receive additional information related to the Internet site from the IPG as preferred. 

Conclusion 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Jfand deliveries must 6e made to Customer Service Window, 
<RflndoCpA (Building, 401 (Dutany Street, Alexandria, Vjl 22314. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with alternate Fridays 
off. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kieu-Oanh Bui 
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